
 

  

 

Wednesday, Feb 1 2017, 7:30 pm 

Rousseau Room - Swansea Town Hall 

SPEAKER: Daniel Laxer 

Music and Dance in the Canadian Fur Trade Era 

1760-1840 

Visitors Welcome!  Light Refreshments! 

 

Follow us!   

Twitter: @swansea_history  Instagram: @swansea_history Website: www.swanseatownhall.ca/sth/?p=384 

Please note: The speaker will start at 7:30 promptly. If there is a business meeting, it will 
start at 7:15. 

 

 

The Swansea Historical Society thankfully acknowledges 
funding grants from the following provincial bodies: 

http://twitter.com/swansea_history
http://www.instagram.com/swansea_history
http://www.swanseatownhall.ca/sth/?p=384


 

President's Message:  by Bob Roden, President        

Happy New Year!!  2016 was a very exciting year for the Swansea Historical Society.  
2017 promises to be a special year as we mark the Sesquicentennial – the 150th 
anniversary of Confederation, when four British colonies came together to create the 
Dominion of Canada in 1867.  If you are as old as I am, you will surely remember the 
wonderful Centennial celebrations in 1967. 

As we head into the new year, I am pleased to report that we have an interesting line-up 
of speakers confirmed through to December 2017.  If you know of any potential speakers 
that you would recommend, please let us know.  We hope you will be able to join us at 
our monthly meetings at the Swansea Town Hall, starting on Wednesday, February 1. 

Plans are also being made for historical walking tours and some special events to 
celebrate Canada's 150th birthday.  We will pass on information regarding 
Sesquicentennial festivities as we learn of them.  In the meantime, we are open to 
suggestions.  I would like to remind you that all SHS events are always open to members 
and visitors alike, so please feel free to bring a friend (or, better still, a few friends and 
relatives). 

 

Swansea Historical Society Contact Information 

There are various ways you can contact your Society.  Our mailing address is 
95 Lavinia Avenue, Box 102, Toronto ON M6S 3H9.  You can send e-mails to 
swanseahistoricalsociety@gmail.com, and the Society's mobile telephone 

number is 647-859-3901.  Your comments and suggestions are always most welcome. 

Information related to the Swansea Historical Society, and other local organizations, is 
posted on the web-site of the Swansea Town Hall – www.swanseatownhall.ca .  Also, we 
invite you to visit us on Twitter at twitter.com/Swansea_History  or Instagram at 
www.instagram.com/swansea_history .  (Note the underscore “_” between “Swansea” and 
“History”). 

Resource Centre / Archives 

Starting in February 2017, we plan to resume our regular schedule of 
having the Resource Centre / Archives open to our members and the 

general public on most Wednesday afternoons between 3:30 pm and 7:30 pm.  If you 
have not visited the room in the Ravine Level of the Town Hall recently, we invite you to 
come down and have a look.  However, since we may not be open every Wednesday, we 
recommend that you telephone 647-859-3901 to verify that someone will be there to 
receive you.  Visits can also be arranged by appointment at other times. 

 

mailto:swanseahistoricalsoceity@gmail.com
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Lambton House Exhibits – 4066 Old Dundas St. at the Humber 

River 

Exhibition in Howland Room:  “W.P. Howland and his Family”:  an exhibit 
on the Howland family and lineage, with illustrations, and the video of Sir 

William’s great, great, great grandson, Chief Justice Howland’s talk from 1993.  Sir William 
Pearce Howland (1811 – 1907), after whom the annual Howland Lecture is named, is 
distinguished as the only Father of Canadian Confederation born in the United States.  Sir 
William served as Ontario's second, but first full-term, Lieutenant Governor from 1868 
to1873.  He was also an owner of the Lambton House during the1860s.  He is recognized 
for his prominence as a Toronto business leader and for his philanthropy. 

Displays in Humber Room:  Ashbourne Confederation and WWI flags in the large display 
cabinet.  Ashbourne royal memorabilia in a curio cabinet. 

 

Future Events 

Wednesday January 11, 2017 “An Evening with David Miller – The Power of 
Cities to Tackle Climate Change”, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, Swansea Town Hall   Former 
Toronto Mayor David Miller will share the latest news on the most innovative, creative, and 
exciting projects currently addressing climate change in progressive cities around the 
world.  David Miller was Mayor of Toronto from 2003 to 2010 and Chair of the influential 
C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group from 2008 to 2010.  Under his leadership, Toronto 
became widely admired internationally for its environmental leadership, economic 
strength, and social integration.  He is a leading advocate for the creation of sustainable 
urban economies, and a strong and forceful champion for the next generation of jobs 
through sustainability.  Free-admission. www.green13toronto.org/event/power-cities-
tackle-climate-change 

Thursday January 12, 2017 Annual Howland Lecture, Lambton House, 4066 Old Dundas St.  
“Celebrating Canada 150”   Speaker:   Rae Fleming:  “Sir William Pearce Howland”.  R.B 
(Rae) Fleming, our 2017 Howland Lecturer, is the author of the profile of Sir William Pearce 
Howland, KCMG CB PC, which appears in the Dictionary of Canadian Biography.  Howland 
(1811 –1907), after whom the annual Howland Lecture is named, is distinguished as the 
only Father of Canadian Confederation born in the United States.  He served as Ontario's 
second, but first full-time, Lieutenant Governor from 1868 to 1873.  He is recognized for his 
prominence as a Toronto business leader and for his philanthropy.  On January 12, we bring 
together the person and his biographer at one of Howland’s businesses, the Lambton 
House, to learn more about nation building and the life and pursuits of Sir William Pearce 
Howland.  Doors open at 6:30 pm; talk at 7:30 pm.  Refreshments.  Free-admission. 

Wednesday February 1, 2017 SHS Meeting, 7:15 for 7:30 pm, Swansea Town Hall   
Speaker:  Daniel Laxer – “Music and Dance in the Canadian Fur Trade Era, 1760-1840”.  A 
native of Alberta, Daniel studied history and music at the University of Alberta and York 
University, before moving on to the University of Toronto, where he completed the PhD 
programme in 2015.  His talk will highlight his studies of Canada's music and dance 

http://www.green13toronto.org/event/power-cities-tackle-climate-change
http://www.green13toronto.org/event/power-cities-tackle-climate-change


centred around the fur-trade era.  Daniel is also an accomplished fiddle player, and he 
will perform some traditional music associated with the time period. 

Saturday February 18, 2017, Heritage York Annual Dinner Doors open at 6:00 pm at the 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 266/046, 3591 Dundas Street West, at Jane Street, M6S 
2T1.  The guest speaker will be the Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, OC, OOnt, 
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario.  Traditional roast beef dinner, vegetarian fare, dessert 
table, cash bar.  Silent auction.  Dinner tickets for sale at $60 each at Lambton House 416-
767-5472. email admin@lambtonhouse.org.  

Wednesday March 1, 2017 SHS Meeting, 7:15 for 7:30 pm, Swansea Town Hall   
Speaker:  Rona Arato – “The Exodus 1947 – The Ship to Nowhere”.  Rona will be returning 
to Swansea with the story of the ship Exodus 1947 (formerly the US packet steamer SS 
President Warfield).  In July 1947, the ship sailed from France with 4,515 Jewish 
emigrants bound for Palestine, which was then part of the British Mandate.  The Royal 
Navy prevented the passengers from landing in Haifa, and they were returned to camps 
in Europe.  The public outcry over this incident factored into the events that led up to the 
creation of the State of Israel in 1948.  A timely topic now when so many refugee issues 
are dominating the news!! 

Sunday March 5, 2017 High Park Walking Tour, 10:30 am to 12 noon  “Discover the Park 
Through Archival Photos”.  A guided tour to be led by Terry Fahey.  Meet at 10:30 am at 
the benches across the road from the south side of the Grenadier Restaurant in the 
middle of High Park. 

Thursday March 9, 2017 Lambton House Heritage Talk  Speaker:   Arlene Chan: 
“Unravelling the story of Chinese Market Gardens”.  Doors open at 7:00 pm; talk at 7:30 
pm.  Free-will donations gratefully received. 

Sunday April 2, 2017 High Park Walking Tour, 10:30 am to 12 noon  “Lost Waterways”.  
A guided tour to be led by Leo DeSorcy.  Meet at 10:30 am at the benches across the 
road from the south side of the Grenadier Restaurant in the middle of High Park. 

Wednesday April 5, 2017 SHS Meeting, 7:15 for 7:30 pm, Swansea Town Hall   Speaker:  
Peter Vronsky - “The Battle of Ridgeway – The American Fenian Invasion and the 1866 
Battle that Made Canada”.  Some 22,000 Canadians were mobilized in June 1866 to fight 
the Fenian invaders, and the resultant state of national emergency led to Canadian 
Confederation the following year. 

Thursday April 13, 2017 Lambton House Heritage Talk   “The Vimy Oaks”.  Doors open at 
7:00 pm; talk at 7:30 pm.  Free-will donations gratefully received. 

Wednesday May 3, 2017 SHS Meeting, 7:15 for 7:30 pm, Swansea Town Hall   Speaker:  
Anne Dublin – “44 Hours on Strike!”.  At 10 am, on February 25, 1931, more than 500 
women of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union (ILGWU) stopped their 
work, halted their machines, and walked out of factories across the city, initiating a 
lengthy and bitterly-fought strike in Toronto's garment industry.  Anne will speak about 
the research and writing of this historical novel, which won the 2016 Canadian Jewish 
Literary Award. 

mailto:admin@lambtonhouse.org


 

Wednesday October 4, 2017 SHS Annual General Meeting & Elections, 7:30 pm, 
Swansea Town Hall   Speaker:  to be announced. 

Wednesday November 1, 2017 SHS Meeting, 7:15 for 7:30 pm, Swansea Town Hall   
Speaker:  Jack Gibney – “The Heyday, Demise, and Future of Sunnyside”.  Through 
historical photographs, humorous skits, and dramatizations, a troupe from the Sunnyside 
Historical Society will give a presentation covering noteworthy events from various time 
periods, as well as the unique architecture of the Sunnyside area of Toronto. 

Sunday December 3 2017 High Park Walking Tour, 10:30 am to 12 noon  “High Park 
Through the Ages”.  A guided tour to be led by Dave Berndorff.  Meet at 10:30 am at the 
benches across the road from the south side of the Grenadier Restaurant in the middle of 
High Park. 

Wednesday December 6, 2017 SHS Meeting, 7:15 for 7:30 pm, Swansea Town Hall   
Speaker:  Bianca Lakoseljac.  Bianca is a High Park resident and author, who will speak to 
us about her latest novel “Stone Woman”, the story of a family of five women whose 
lives are bound by a Vietnam War draft dodger from the hippie “daze” of Toronto.  The 
novel begins in 1967 during the Centennial Art Symposium in High Park, it relives the 
creation of the sculptures (of which five still remain in the park), and it draws the reader 
into the hippie subculture centred in the Yorkville district.  The novel is brought to the 
present time through the lives of the daughters of the women from the 60s.  By 
discovering their family secrets – while unraveling the mystery of stolen art that occurred 
during the 1967 Symposium – the daughters find ways of handling their own life crises.  
The novel ends in 2017, with imagined Sesquicentennial celebrations in Toronto. 

Swansea Historical Society 2017 Community Calendar 

We are pleased to remind our readers that the 2017 Community Calendar 
is now available.  By carefully managing our costs, we have been able to hold 
the price at $8.00 for the past several years.  As in past years, the calendar includes dates 
of important events in the community and a completely new selection of amazing 
historical photographs.  Thank you to Lance Gleich and Wallace Boustead for making this 
possible once again.  Calendars can be purchased over the counter at the Swansea Town 
Hall, or at any of the Society's events, or you can place an order by mail or by telephone. 

 

  



 

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER!!   

As of September 1, 2016, we are in a new membership year.  (The membership 
year now runs from September to August).  The annual fees are still $15 for an 

individual and $20 for a family.  If you have not already paid your dues for 2016-2017, 
please complete the form below at your earliest convenience and submit the form with 
your payment.  Dues can be paid at any of our meetings, or you can send payment to:  95 
Lavinia Avenue, Box102, Toronto, M6S 3H9.  Your fees help to offset many of the costs 
incurred by the Society in its ongoing operations. 

 
   

 
2016/2017 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

(The membership year runs from Sep – Aug) 


